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ANIMAL WELFARE (TRANSPORT, SALEYARDS AND DEPOTS) 
(CATTLE AND SHEEP) REGULATIONS 2020 — DISALLOWANCE 

Motion 
Pursuant to standing order 67(3), the following motion by Hon Dr Steve Thomas was moved pro forma on 
20 October 2020 — 

That the Animal Welfare (Transport, Saleyards and Depots) (Cattle and Sheep) Regulations 2020 published 
in the Government Gazette on 2 October 2020 and tabled in the Legislative Council on 8 October 2020 
under the Animal Welfare Act 2002, be and are hereby disallowed. 

HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West) [2.29 pm]: Mr Deputy President, I seek your guidance. I have a motion 
to move and I would like to make some comments. Would you prefer that I move the motion and make some brief 
comments or make some brief comments and then move the motion? 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is really up to you, member. It might help facilitate an understanding of the scope 
of the debate if you were to move the motion. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Certainly. I take your guidance, Mr Deputy President. 

Discharge of Order 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS — without notice: I move — 

That order of the day 3, Animal Welfare (Transport, Saleyards and Depots) (Cattle and Sheep) 
Regulations 2020 — Disallowance, be discharged from the notice paper. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It is clear that the member wishes there to be some discussion of this matter and 
then he would like the house to discharge the matter. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Yes. Perhaps I should have made my remarks and then moved the withdrawal motion. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: It might be best if we entertain some comments of explanation from 
Hon Dr Steve Thomas. I think the best way to do that is to give him leave to do so. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS — by leave: I thank the house for that privilege. I want to make a couple of very brief 
comments. This disallowance motion came about on the basis that, in my view, there were some difficulties in the 
transport regulations that would have made it difficult for truck drivers to avoid absolute responsibility in a way 
that was impossible for them to fulfil; that is, in loading a significant number of animals, if they were to take the time 
to fully inspect each animal before they were loaded, it might take hours to do that job properly. If a truck driver 
were to check 600 to 1 000 sheep or 200 to 250 cattle on a truck and inspect each one before it goes up to make sure 
there is no lameness, that would take a while. I appreciate the fact that when I raised this disallowance with the 
Minister for Agriculture and Food, she took that on board and I thank her for doing so. The minister has come up 
with a defence that would allow at least some protection for the transport industry. 
I will add some comments about the transport industry. Many people in the industry have said that the amendment 
does not go far enough; they want absolute protection over everything. My view is that we have the capacity to 
make it better and if everybody is a little unhappy, we are probably roughly where we need to be! I want to take this 
opportunity to explain that that is the reason we are doing what we are doing. I also want to take this opportunity 
to thank the Minister for Agriculture and Food for taking this issue on board and thank her staff for the way they 
dealt with this issue. I will be making some more public comment. It demonstrates that when sensible issues are raised 
and a frank discussion is sought, we occasionally get good results. I am pleased that the minister has accepted this 
in good faith. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I thank Hon Dr Steve Thomas for those comments. To facilitate the motion, I think 
the minister might wish to say a few words. It is a slightly unusual situation; in this case, I will receive the motion 
without notice from Hon Dr Steve Thomas that the disallowance motion be discharged from the notice paper. 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.33 pm]: 
I really do thank Hon Dr Steve Thomas for approaching me with his concerns. We were very keen to resolve this 
issue. These regulations are underpinned by the national standards and guidelines that were agreed to in 2012, but 
were never put into effect in Western Australia. When these things are transferred into a regulation, obviously they 
develop more force. It is certainly not our intention that truck drivers be required to examine every individual 
animal that is being loaded onto their vehicle. We believe that the responsibility of the driver would be to ensure 
they have a statement from the owner of the animals that they have done the inspection, and of course to be there 
and physically watch the loading. A driver cannot just get the piece of paper and go and have a smoke while the 
animals are being loaded. It is not our intention to create any obligation that would be very difficult and impractical 
to discharge. I am glad we have been able to work through those issues and that we have something that will work 
well. It will improve animal welfare without creating an undue burden on livestock transporters. 
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Question put and passed. 
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